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Understanding, measuring and managing body odour: The experience from axillary odour.

Body odour from cystamine use is affecting the quality of life of cystinosis patients. While this body odour is little investigated, in depth studies on how to measure and manage body odours from normal physiological processes in the human axilla have been conducted. In this review presentation, a view is given on the analysis, chemistry, biochemistry and management of axilla odours. Detailed analytical studies showed that very specific biochemical processes lead to the release of sulfury odorants and carboxylic acids. Odorant perception is being treated by masking fragrance, chemical absorption, or physicochemical processes. While this is a distant field from the actual problem of cystinosis patients, the experience may trigger ideas in the management of cysteamine-derived odours.
